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Introduction
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning of Music at All Saints Upton C.E. Primary School.

This policy was written in the Spring term 2025 when previous music policies were combined and updated.
What is Music?
Music is a unique form of communication that can change the way pupils feel, think and act.  It is a form of expression that is an integral part of our culture.
Aims and objectives

Our aims are that all children will:

· find enjoyment in music and see themselves as musicians;

· find a sense of purpose, achievement and fulfilment in musical expression;

· listen and appreciate a wide variety of music, both historically and culturally;

· make judgements about musical quality;

· be encouraged to become actively involved in different forms of amateur music making.

MUSIC is important because:

· musical creation is a pleasurable activity which can provide fulfilment throughout life;

· musical appreciation heightens perception;

· knowledge of the work of a range of musicians contributes to cultural understanding.
· it supports other subjects, children learn rhymes and raps to remember key points in that subject.
The fundamental skills, knowledge and concepts of music are set out in National Plan for Music Education 2022 and divided into KS1 and KS2. The new curriculum document outlines that:

In Key stage 1, pupils should be taught to: 
· use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

· play tuned and un-tuned instruments musically 
· experiencing the mechanics of how simple instruments create sound.
· listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 

· experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

In Key Stage 2, pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 

Pupils should be taught to: 

·  play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

·  improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 

· listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

· use and understand staff and other musical notations 
· compose and record their own rhythms

· Begin to use technology to create their own music
· appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 

Teaching and learning 

· Music is taught as a discrete subject.

· Music is delivered as a discrete subject but may be incorporated into themes where appropriate.

· Approximately 30-45 minutes per week is spent on music.

The predominant mode of teaching music in school is year group teachers doing whole class teaching using the Kapow Interactive Music Scheme approved by the Halton/Warrington Music Hub. 

Music is taught and delivered to mixed ability classes by the class teacher or the appropriate PPA cover teacher. In Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6, a visiting peripatetic guitar teacher teaches music for one term a year. The class teacher then teaches music for the rest of the year following the Kapow Scheme. 

Any additional classroom support in music is used to help support the teacher with resources and delivery of the lesson. 
Pupils with SEND receive any appropriate support required from the class teacher to ensure they do not fall behind their peers and reach their potential.  These may include:

· pupils with learning difficulties who may need support with reading and writing but who may have well developed practical skills in designing and making;

· pupils who have difficulties with practical tasks who may need more support and extra opportunities for practise;

· pupils with particular ability and flair for Music are extended within lessons to improve their learning of the subject. 

· they are encouraged to join music clubs such as choir or continue with an instrument past the Year 4 teaching.

EXCELLENCE IN MUSIC IS CELEBRATED in presentation and performances across the year within houses and classes. Extra-curricular groups, like choir, provide further encouragement of musical participation and performance opportunities for the school, parents and the community. 

Music planning through Kapow
Using the Kapow Scheme ensures the new national curriculum is covered in an effective way to include ICT. This reflects the new National Curriculum’s stated Purpose of Study and Aims.  Through the Kapow programme, the children develop their understanding, make musical judgements, apply their new learning, develop their aural memory, express themselves physically, emotionally and through discussion and create their own musical ideas. The wide range of core resources has been developed specifically to motivate and capture each individual’s personal interest. All of this is aligned to the progression of musical skills for each year group.
There aim of the scheme is intent, implementation and impact. The Units of Work are the main focal point for the music curriculum whilst the Topics and Courses provide a wealth of extension, enhancement and cross-curricular possibilities and experiences.

The Units of Work are divided into 6 steps, ideal to spread across a half term but can be used more flexibly to suit our school timetable. The activities and games cover the musical dimensions, (formerly elements – pulse, rhythm, pitch etc) through singing and playing instruments, listening and creating music – all intrinsically linked through a central genre.
Additional Music Teaching

All children in Year 4, 5 and 6 receive guitar lessons from a guitar teacher which is organised and arranged through the Halton Music Hub. 

Strategies for Recording and Reporting:
Musical performances within lessons are filmed/recorded on ipads and stored on SEESAW to evidence music taught and progression through the year groups. Children also use SEESAW themselves to record their own musical evidence. Lesson are observed and monitored by the music lead teacher.
There are no formal assessments for music but using formative assessment teachers assess each term using the progression of skills grids for each year group. These are monitored by the music lead teacher to track progress across the year and across the school. These are also reported to governors through the subject mid-year and end of year reviews.
Resources

These are kept centrally in the Heart of the school.
They include:
· a variety of pitched and non-pitched instruments;
· a class set of guitars;

· class set of tunes instruments (glockenspiels)

· Kapow scheme has a wealth of online resources
IT is a resource which is used in Music for:
· listening and appreciation activities;

· creating multimedia;

· recording performances;
· teaching music effectively

Monitoring and reviewing
The music subject leader and senior leadership team is responsible for monitoring children’s learning and the quality of teaching in music. The Kapow Planning Scheme is followed by staff and the subject leader monitors teaching through lesson observations, pupil outcomes and pupil voice.

 The music subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of music, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The music subject leader gives the Head Teacher and the Governors a mid-year and an end of year report, updating them of developments and outcomes in the subject across the school. The subject lead also develops, actions and reviews a subject action plan each year to ensure the subject is always improving, moving forward and providing the best music education for our children.

